
Sawai Gandharva
 Pandit Rambhau Kundgolkar, popularly known as Sawai 
Gandharva was born in Amminbhavi, a small village in Dharwad 
district of Karnataka on 18-1-1886. He lost his mother Smt. 
Saraswatibai when he was just 3 months old. Saraswatibai’s elder 
sister, Smt. Tulasakka took infant Ramachandra under her care 
and nursed him. 

 At the age of 10 years, young Ramachandra happened to 
meet Ustad Abdul Karim Khan, the Pioneer of Kirana Gharana 
school of Hindustani classical music at Shrimant Ranganagouda 
Nadgir’s Palatial house at Kundgol in Dharwad district. The 
Ustad listened to young Ramachandra’s voice and is said to have 
exclaimed “Gala accha hai” meaning “voice is good”. Shrimant 
Ranganagouda Nadgir requested the Ustad to teach Classical 
music to young Ramachandra. Ustad Abdul Karim Khan accepted 
the request and rigorously trained Ramachandra for the next 10 
years. 

 After this training, Pt. Rambhau Kundgolkar toured and 
performed all over India and spread the sweetness of the Kirana 
Gharana school of music. He also set up his own drama company 
but, unfortunately, he was forced to shut it down due to heavy 
losses. 

 He once again returned to classical singing, but with a new 
vigour. His voice was very melodious, that combined with his 
rigorous training and mastery over voice control, he soon became 
very popular and was held in high regard. His singing career 
spanned almost half a century.

 He performed before the Maharaja of Mysore Krishnaraja 
Wodeyar Nizam of Hyderabad, the Maharajas of Sangli, Kolhapur 
and Aundh etc., all of whom were impressed with his renderings 
and held him in high esteem. 

 In the year 1924, AICC meeting was held in Belgaum where 
Mahatma Gandhi was the President. Pt. Sawai Gandharva 
performed there and Gandhiji, impressed with the singing, 
honoured Panditji with khadi garland.

	 In	1929,	the	electrification	of	the	main	line	between	Mumbai	
and Pune was inaugurated by Sir Frederic Sykes, Governor of 
Bombay. The Governor had sent a special invitation to Pt Sawai 
Gandharva to perform before distinguished guests in Pune. The 
Governor was very happy to listen to Hindustani Classical music 
and honoured Pt Sawai Gandharva with a silver plate full of 

Victorian coins and exclaimed “What a great music, I have never 
listened to such divine music. Panditji did not allow me to change 
my posture for three hours and I got completely immersed in the 
music which is nothing but heavenly”. 

 Pt. Sawai Gandharva was invited for the singing by the 
Secretary of Vijayanagar Empire Sixth Century Association. The 
luminaries present in the programme included the Maharaja of 
Mysore, Jnanpith awardee Dr. D R Bendre, Dr. V K Gokak, great 
historian Alur Venkatarao and others. Panditji’s singing was 
responded to by a standing ovation. 

 Prince Dadasaheb Khaparde, Head of Varhad state bestowed 
the title of Sawai Gandharva upon Panditji.

 In 1946, Bharat Ratna Pt Bhimsen Joshi arranged ‘Ganda 
Bandhan’ ceremony by his guru Pt Sawai Gandharva at Railway’s 
North Institute of the Madras Southern Maratha Railway at 
Hubli in Karnataka. On this occasion, inspite of ill health, Pt 
Sawai Gandharva rendered Rag Jayajayawanti and Marathi 
abhangs. 

 Pandit Sawai Gandharva’s disciples include, Padma 
Vibhushan Dr. Gangubai Hangal, Bharat Ratna Pt Bhimsen Joshi, 
Padma Bhushan Dr. Basavraj Rajguru, Padma Shri Feroze Dastur, 
Shrimant Nanasaheb Nadgir and Dr. Nanasaheb Deshpande. 

 The essence of the music of Sawai Gandharva was emotion 
and intellect. He never displayed virtuosity for his own sake, but 
concentrated on the spirit of his Ragas. His ‘Asthaiji’ revealed a 
leisurely	 pace	 and	meticulous	 unfloding	 of	musical	 notes.	 The	
quite unhurried progression punctuated by soft swara-alap and 
the gradual exploration of the different dimensions of the Raga 
framework was the hallmark of his performance. This made his 
repertoire pleasing and at the same time subtle to the listening 
ears. Sawai Gandharva Rambhau Kundgolkar breathed his last 
on 12th September 1951 at Pune. 

 Department of Posts is pleased to issue a Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on Sawai Gandharva. 
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lokbZ xa/koZ
 lokbZ xa/koZ ds uke ls lqfo[;kr iafMr jkeHkkÅ dqaMxksydj dk 
tUe 18 tuojh] 1886 dks dukZVd ds /kkjokM+ ftys ds ,d NksVs ls 
xk¡o vfEeuHkkfo esa gqvkA os ek= 03 ekg ds Fks] tc mudh ekrk Jherh 
ljLorhckbZ dk nsgkar gks x;kA ljLorhckbZ dh cM+h cgu] Jherh rqyklDdk 
us f'k'kq jkepaæ dks viuh ns[kjs[k esa ys fy;k vkSj mudk ikyu&iks"k.k 
fd;kA

 10 o"kZ dh vk;q esa] fd'kksj jkepaæ dh eqykdkr /kkjokM+ ftys ds 
dqaMxksy esa Jhear jaxuxkSM+k ukMxhj ds HkO; fuoklLFkku ij fganqLrkuh 
'kkL=h; laxhr ds fdjkuk ?kjkuk ds vxz.kh mLrkn] vCnqy djhe [kku ls 
gqbZA tc mLrkn vCnqy djhe [kku us fd'kksj jkepaæ dk xk;u lquk rks 
cjcl gh muds eqag ls fudyk fd ^^xyk vPNk gS^^ vFkkZr ^^vkokt lqjhyh 
gS^^A Jhear jaxuxkSM+k ukMxhj us mLrkn djhe [kku ls fd'kksj jkepaæ dks 
'kkL=h; laxhr dh f'k{kk çnku djus dk vuqjks/k fd;kA mLrkn vCnqy 
djhe [kku us vuqjks/k Lohdkj dj fy;k vkSj vxys 10 o"kksaZ rd jkepaæ 
dks dM+k çf'k{k.k fn;kA

 bl çf'k{k.k ds ckn iafMr jkeHkkÅ dqaMxksydj us leLr Hkkjr esa 
viuh çLrqfr;ksa ds ek/;e ls fdjkuk ?kjkuk ds e/kqj laxhr dh feBkl 
?kksyhA mUgksaus ,d ukV~; daiuh dh Hkh LFkkiuk dh] ysfdu nqHkkZX;o'k] Hkkjh 
gkfu gksus ds pyrs mUgsa bl daiuh dks can djuk iM+kA

 blds ckn] iafMr lokbZ xa/koZ us u, tks'k ds lkFk ,d ckj iqu% 
'kkL=h; xk;u ds {ks= esa okilh dhA iafMr lokbZ xa/koZ dh vkokt vR;ar 
e/kqj Fkh vkSj bl e/kqjrk esa pkj pk¡n yxkrk Fkk & dM+s çf'k{k.k ls ik;k 
mudk vius lqjksa ij fu;a=.kA xk;dh ds bUgha xq.kksa dh cnkSyr mUgksaus 
yksdfç;rk dh cqyafn;ka gkfly dh vkSj laxhr txr ds pedrs flrkjs cu 
x,A iafMr th us yxHkx vk/kh lnh rd xk;dh dhA

 mUgksaus eSlwj ds egkjktk —".kjktk oksMs;kj] gSnjkckn ds futke vkSj 
lkaxyh] dksYgkiqj ,oa vkSa/k vkfn ds egkjktkvksa ds njckj esa çLrqfr nhA 
mUgksaus lHkh dks viuh xk;dh ls ea=eqX/k dj fn;k vkSj [kwc lEeku ik;kA

 1924 esa] egkRek xka/kh dh v/;{krk esa csyxke esa vf[ky Hkkjrh; 
dkaxzsl lfefr dh cSBd gqbZA bl cSBd esa iafMr lokbZ xa/koZ us viuh 
xk;dh çLrqr dhA xka/khth mudh xk;dh ls brus çHkkfor gq, fd mUgksaus 
iafMrth dks lEekuLo:i [kknh dh ekyk vkfn HksaV dhA

 1929 esa eqacbZ vkSj iq.ks ds chp esu jsy ykbu ds fo|qrhdj.k dk c‚Ecs 
ds xouZj] lj ÝsMfjd lkbDl }kjk mn~?kkVu fd;k x;kA bl volj ij 
xouZj lj ÝsMfjd }kjk iafMr lokbZ xa/koZ dks iq.ks esa fof'k"V vfrfFk;ksa ds 
le{k çLrqfr gsrq fo'ks"k fuea=.k Hkstk x;kA fgUnqLrkuh 'kkL=h; laxhr ds 
Loj] xouZj lj ÝsMfjd dks vR;ar Hkk, vkSj mUgksaus iafMr lokbZ xa/koZ dks 

lEekuLo:i foDVksfj;u flDdksa ls Hkjh pkanh dh IysV HksaV dh vkSj dgk 
^*vkidh xk;dh okLro esa egku gS] eSaus ,slk xk;u vkt rd ugha lqukA 
iafMr th ds laxhr esa eSa bl rjg Mwc x;k fd rhu ?kaVs rd fgyk Hkh 
ughaA okLro esa vkidh xk;dh nSoh; gSA^*

 fot;uxj ,Eik;j flDLFk lsapqjh ,lksfl,'ku ds lfpo }kjk iafMr 
lokbZ xa/koZ dks xk;u ds fy, vkeaf=r fd;k x;kA dk;ZØe esa ekStwn 
fnXxtksa esa eSlwj ds egkjktk] KkuihB iqjLdkj fotsrk M‚- Mh- vkj- csaæs] 
M‚- oh- ds- xksdkd vkSj egku bfrgkldkj vywj osadVjko ,oa vU; 'kkfey 
FksA iafMr th dh xk;u çLrqfr ds ckn lHkh us [kM+s gksdj mudk vfHkuanu 
fd;kA

 ojgkn fj;klr ds çeq[k fçal nknklkgsc [kkiMsZ us iafMr th dks lokbZ 
xa/koZ dh mikf/k çnku dhA

 1946 esa] Hkkjr jRu iafMr Hkhelsu tks'kh us dukZVd ds gqcyh esa jsyos 
ds ukFkZ baLVhV;wV v‚Q n eækl lnuZ ejkBk jsyos esa vius xq# iafMr 
lokbZ xa/koZ }kjk ^xaMk ca/ku^ lekjksg dk vk;kstu fd;kA bl volj ij 
iafMr lokbZ xa/koZ us vLoLFk gksrs gq, Hkh jkx t;t;oarh rFkk ejkBh vHkaxksa 
dh çLrqfr nhA

 iafMr lokbZ xa/koZ ds f'k";ksa esa in~e foHkw"k.k M‚- xaxwckbZ gaxy] Hkkjr 
jRu iafMr Hkhelsu tks'kh] in~e Hkw"k.k M‚- clojkt jktxq#] in~e Jh 
fQjkst nLrwj] Jhear ukuklkgsc ukMxhj vkSj M‚- ukuklkgsc ns'kikaMs tSlh 
egku gfLr;ka 'kkfey gSaA

 lokbZ xa/koZ ds xk;u esa Hkko vkSj çKk dh ç/kkurk gSA mUgksaus dHkh Hkh 
[;kfr çkIr djus ds mís'; ls vius dkS'ky dk çn'kZu ugha fd;k] cfYd 
jkx dh ewy Hkkouk ij /;ku dsafær fd;kA muds ^v"VkbZth^ esa laxhr ds 
lqj e)e y; esa vkSj viuh iwjh ckjhdh esa [kqyrs FksA eqyk;e Loj vkSj 
vyki ls lth mudh foyafcr xk;dh jkxksa ds fofo/k vk;keksa dk vukoj.k 
djrh Fkh vkSj ;gh mudh laxhr çLrqfr dh fo'ks"krk Hkh FkhA blls mudh 
dyk lw{e gksus ds lkFk&lkFk vR;ar e/kqj Hkh cu tkrh FkhA lokbZ xa/koZ 
jkeHkkÅ dqaMxksydj us 12 flracj] 1951 dks iq.ks esa vafre lkal yhA

 Mkd foHkkx] lokbZ xa/koZ ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, 
çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA
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